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eleventh article, which was one reason for reversing the order
and making it the first. . . . Bishop Simpson, a high priest of
the Methodists and a sectarian politician of great shrewdness
and ability, had brought his clerical and church influence to
bear upon Willey through Harlan, the Methodist elder and or-
gan in the Senate.1

So the managers vaulted over ten articles and began
the roll-call on the last of the series. The vote resulted:
guilty, 35; not guilty, 19. One less than two thirds had
voted not guilty; so the President was acquitted on an
article, the gravamen of which was the President's
attempt to prevent Stanton from returning to office after
the Senate had non-concurred in his removal. Sherman,
Howe, and Willey had voted guilty on this article, but
Henderson, Fowler, Ross, and Van Winkle had voted not
guilty.

The impeachers were stunned, and before they could
collect their thoughts, the Chief Justice, in pursuance of
a rule previously adopted, directed that the vote should
now be taken on the first article. He was interrupted by
a motion to adjourn, which he ruled out of order. An
appeal from the decision was taken and sustained by a
majority vote, and the Senate sitting as a court of im-
peachment adjourned for ten days. The utmost efforts
and direst threats were brougllt to bear upon Senator
Ross because he was believed to be weak and defenseless,
but he remained firm. When the court reassembled on the
26th of May, the first article of impeachment, the one
which charged the President with the high misdemeanor
of removing Stanton from office, was jettisoned alto-
gether, and votes were taken on the second and third
articles, relating to the appointment of Thomas as Secre-
tary ad interim. On both of these articles the result was

1 Diary of Gideon Welles, in, 358.f
